' Florida Animal Gontrol/Association

FACA Policy Statement

Emergency Preparedness

The Florida Animal Control Association (FACA) supports and encourages its members to be
prepared to render assistance and expertise to the citizens of Florida as provided for in Florida
State Statutes, Chapter 252.35 Emergency Management Powers; Division of Emergency
Management, Emergency Support Function (ESF)17: Animal Protection.

Each member of FACA should be prepared to assist the local ESF- 17 Coordinator in animal
protection activities for both small and large animals to include emergency medical care,
emergency disease control, evacuation, rescue, temporary confinement, shelter, food and
water, identification for return to the owner, and disposal of dead animals. Members should
request an opportunity to have a designated representative in the Emergency Operations
Center at ESF-17. They should also request to be included in planning meetings and training
exercises. Any individual from an organization that is allowed to participate should get proper
FEMA training and other recommended trainings. All jurisdictions should be familiar with the
“PETS Act” and ensure that they are encouraging compliance with all aspects.

FACA member agencies should have personnel trained in disaster planning, preparation, and
post-disaster operations. When a large-scale disaster occurs in the state of Florida, there will be
hundreds and perhaps thousands of animals that become victims of the disaster. The
protection of animals prior to, during, and after a major disaster such as a hurricane, will
require the cooperative efforts of many organizations and individual volunteers. FACA
recommends that members develop a disaster response plan with annual reviews and training
exercises. The Florida Animal Control Association believes member agencies should engage in
mutual aid agreements within the state to provide for the animal victims of disasters.

FACA also encourages all member organizations develop a Continuity of Operations Plan to
ensure that the essential functions of the agency will continue in the event of any emergencies
that disrupt normal operations.
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